
	   	  

What is Omar Khadr’s Story? 
▪ Omar Khadr was born in Scarborough, Ontario in 1986. Throughout his 

childhood, his family moved between Canada and Pakistan, due to his 
father's work with a humanitarian organization (Human Concern 
International).  

▪ At age 15, Omar, who knew many languages, was left by his father to act 
as a translator in a compound near Khost, Afghanistan.  

▪ On July 27 2002, U.S. forces bombed the compound with the intention of 
killing all occupants. Omar, blinded by shrapnel and wounded, was lying 
under the rubble. When found, a U.S. soldier shot him twice in the back. 
Shooting a wounded person is a war crime under International law. 

Omar Khadr was only 15 and a minor when these crimes were committed against him. The 
United Nations determined he was a child soldier, but unfortunately he did not receive 
protection provided under international law. 
 
What Happened Next?  
▪ Omar was not given medical care to allow his wounds to heal; instead, 

he was taken to a U.S military detention facility in Bagram, Afghanistan 
where he was tortured and interrogated for several months.  

▪ In October 2002, Omar was transferred to another infamous prison at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba where despite his serious health issues, he 
met with more torture and interrogation. During the 10 years spent in 
Guantanamo, Omar was subjected to torture techniques such as: sleep 
deprivation, solitary confinement with no belongings in a windowless cell, 
extreme temperatures, deafening music arnd blinding lights, prolonged 
stress positions.  

All of these techniques are against International Law and a direct violation of Omar’s human 
rights. For a long time Omar was denied access to a lawyer. All children - once held in 
Guantanamo Bay - were quickly repatriated by their home countries, but not Omar. The only 
child from a Western country was abandoned. 
 
The Only Way Out 
▪ After 8 years of abuse, Omar’s lawyers made it clear to him that the only way to leave 

Guantanamo Bay and return home to Canada was to plead guilty to the charges he was facing, 
even though  the U.S. military did not have any evidence to prove that he was guilty of a crime.  

▪ If Omar did not plead guilty, he risked spending the rest of his life in Guantanamo Bay. 
Therefore, in 2010 he signed a plea deal that required him to spend one more year in 
Guantanamo before being able to transfer to Canada where he would spend an additional 7 
years in a Canadian prison.  

Because Guantanamo Bay military tribunals are not proper trials, they are considered illegal 
by institutions and governments all over the world; therefore, Canada should never have 
allowed Omar Khadr to face a U.S. military tribunal.  
 
What Role Did Our Government Play? 
▪ All other Western governments brought their citizens home from Guantanamo Bay, to avoid their 

torture and abuse. Canada was the only government that abandoned its citizen. In fact, it sent 
Intelligence agents to interrogate Omar, even though it was known that he had been tortured 
and deprived of sleep to ‘soften him up’ for those interviews. 

 
 



	   	  

▪ In 2009 and 2010, the Federal and Supreme Courts of Canada ruled that this was a violation of 
Omar’s constitutional rights by the Canadian government, and that the government should bring 
Omar back to Canada, but our government did nothing to help Omar. 

Under the Canadian constitution, all citizens have the right to a fair trial and protection from 
torture and forced confessions. The Canadian government violated these terms when it 
participated in the mistreatment of Omar Khadr. 
 
What’s Happening Today? 
▪ On September 19, 2012, after 10 years, Omar was finally brought home to Canada where he 

was immediately placed in solitary confinement at a maximum security prison.  
▪ He remains wrongfully imprisoned even though he is back in his home country. His ordeal 

started at the age of 15, and he is now 27 years old.  
▪ Omar is blind in one eye and risks going completely blind because of the 

condition of the other eye. Due to his wounds and his torture, Omar suffers 
from many health issues.  

▪ The Canadian government continues to tell Canadians that Omar is a 
terrorist and very dangerous, even though there is no credible evidence 
against him.  

 
Who is Omar Khadr the Person? 
▪ Omar LOVES to read! Among his favorite novels are The Life of Pi, 

Divergent and The Hunger Games. 
▪ Despite his difficult conditions, Omar is currently working on getting his grade 

12 diploma credits with professors from King’s University in Edmonton 
Alberta. His favorite subjects are Math and Science.  

▪ His future goals include a job in the medical field so that he can help others. 

"Life for me is too beautiful to stain it with unforgiveness or hate. These do not have a place 
within me. I have more important things than bad things. What I do feel is sadness for people 
who do bad things or allow bad thing to happen to others." - Omar Khadr 
 
What Are People Saying About Omar Khadr? 
▪ Brigadier-General, Dr. Stephen Xenakis, U.S Army Medical Corps officer and a psychologist 

who spent hundreds of hours with Omar in Guantanamo, says: “He’s a smart, extremely decent 
young man. Thoughtful, very sensitive and I will say, amazingly, there’s hardly an instinct of 
aggression or meanness in him at all.” 

▪ Dr. Arlette Zinck, Associate Professor in English at Kings University says: “...Omar is an 
enthusiastic and hardworking student despite adverse learning conditions. Through our studies 
of Canadian literature he demonstrates the quality of his person. Omar consistently produces 
readings that are marked by compassionate insight and intelligent clarity." 

▪ Dennis Edney, Omar's lawyer: "...Omar says he wishes to be a doctor, and when I ask him why, 
he says “because I never want people to be abused like me” ... I think that if anyone had ever 
hurt me like Omar was hurt, I’d be bitter to have lost such a big part of my life. But Omar has no 
bitterness; he has nothing but forgiveness. He would be such a contribution to Canadian 
society." 

What Can You Do? 
   VISIT the Free Omar Khadr Now Website www.freeomarAkhadr.com to Learn More.  
   WRITE to your MP, Demanding Omar Be Freed. 
   SIGN the Petition to Free Omar Khadr - www.change.org/en-CA/petitions/free-omar-khadr  
   WRITE TO OMAR - Send your letter on plain paper to: Omar Khadr, Bowden Institution, 

Highway #2,  PO Box 6000,  Innisfail,  Alberta T4G 1V1 


