
Today is a big day for Omar Khadr; 
finally in a Canadian court. 
Although he grew up in the hell named 
Guantanamo, fortunately he preserved 
his beautiful character. 
Will he now finally see justice after 
12 long years of torture and unlawful 
imprisonment?  

hands and knees for nights while injured, was isolated in an extremely 
cold cell for months, threatened with gang rape and much more. Omar’s 
US military interrogator Joshua Claus was convicted of torturing two 
innocent detainees to death. He testified he mistreated Khadr in order 
to force him into confessing. Despite knowing this, the judge at his 
Guantanamo military commission said that the statements Omar made 
under duress were “perfectly admissible”.
Coerced confession ‘slides’ into conviction
To ever escape from this legal vacuum Omar had no other recourse than 
to accept a secret plea deal in Oct 2010. The plea bargain resulted in a 
sentence of 8 years; without deduction of the 9 years he already spent 
in captivity.
The conduct of this military tribunal was considered a violation of the 
Charter of Rights and the Geneva Conventions. This scam conviction 
makes Omar the first child ever in modern history to be found guilty 
of war crimes and the only one convicted since the war in Afghanistan. 
Omar’s lawyer Dennis Edney: ”Over 1,200 US soldiers have been killed 
in Afghanistan and they picked on a 15-year-old.”
His homeland Canada did not assert his rights
In 2008 Canada’s Supreme Court ruled that Ottawa was complicit in 
the abuse of Omar Khadr’s Charter Rights when it participated in the 
torture of its citizen in Guantanamo.  The mental abuse by Canadian 
interrogators (CSIS) and the breakdown of Omar in Guantanamo is 
recorded. The award winning film ‘You Don’t Like the Truth: 4 Days 
inside Guantanamo’ is based on this video footage and sent ripples of 
shock worldwide.
The Federal Court and Supreme Court of Canada (2009-2010) ruled 
that Khadr’s rights were violated under the Charter of Rights and 
recommended the government to immediately demand Khadr’s return.
Despite this and the urgings of Amnesty International, Lawyer’s Rights 
Watch, UNICEF, the Canadian Bar Association and other prominent 
national and international organizations, the government of Canada 
refused to act on behalf of its citizen.
After 12 years of shame, stand up for justice!
After surviving 3,621 days in the black-hole called Guantanamo, Omar 
finally returned to Canada on September 29, 2012. However, he has 
been held in a maximum security prison for one year, there is no 
evidence that Omar is guilty of any crime. He was forced to plead guilty 
in a military court, in order to leave the notorious Guantanamo Bay 
and be repatriated to his home country, Canada. Canadian prisoner 
ombudsman, Ivan Zinger, has clearly stated Omar is not a maximum 
security threat and has blamed the Canadian government for branding 
him so. Nonetheless, Vic Toews’ predecessor, Canadian Public Safety 
minister Steven Blaney, continues to persecute Omar by branding him 
as a “convicted terrorist”, openly asserting that the government will 
fight the court’s attempt at “lessening” Omar’s punishment.

For all sources and citations go to our FREE Omar Khadr NOW 
Campaign website: http://freeomarakhadr.com/about/ 



OMAR’S CASE IN A NUTSHELL
In 2002, the 15-year-old Canadian Omar Khadr was attacked, wounded, 
shot in the back and captured by US Armed Forces in Afghanistan. The 
US doctored the field report to blame this child for the death of the 
US soldier who was killed by US armory, indicating friendly fire. At the 
Bagram Air Base they tortured the severely wounded Omar Khadr, day 
in day out, for months, until he admitted everything they wanted to 
hear. Then the US locked him in the notorious Guantanamo Bay prison 
for the next 11 years.
The Canadian government abandoned its juvenile citizen. In 2010, 
after having maintained his innocence for eight long years, Omar Khadr 
decided there was no other way than to plead guilty in a unilateral 
Military Commission to crimes he did not commit. It would be his only 
way out of Guantanamo. He admitted guilt on ‘war crimes’ that did not 
exist at the time of the event and that were not even internationally 
recognized as war crimes. The Military Commission, where he was tried 
in, has been declared illegal twice by the US Supreme Court. 
Since that day, Canadian media persists in labeling Omar a ‘war criminal’, 
for a crime not recognized in Canada or the rest of the world; whereas 
the facts show an abandoned and tortured Canadian child, convicted in 
a miscarriage of justice.
On 29 September, 2012, Omar Khadr finally returned to his home 
country, Canada. Vic Toews was Minister of Public Safety at the time, 
who was notorious for his Islamophobic views and his partiality towards 
extreme hate groups in Canada. Toews publicly made efforts to prevent 
Omar’s repatriation, calling him a “terrorist” in interviews, including on 
the day Omar finally returned to his home country. 
No fair trial
The Guantanamo Military Commission was created to try Omar’s case 
since it was refused by US civilian and military courts. In 2008, the 
Federal Court of Canada revealed that the US previously gave Canada 
their evidence for the case and asked if Omar Khadr could be tried in 
Canada. The Conservative government refused as they said “that it was 
unlikely he would ever be convicted in Canada.” Because Canadian law 
did not suit their world view, the US left Omar to wait for the invention 
of a new court and crime to try him with. Omar was captured in 2002. 
In 2006, the US invented a crime ‘murder in violation of the laws of 
war’ which says it is a war crime to not identify yourself as an enemy 
combatant (making drone attacks obvious war crimes). This is not 
recognized as a war crime anywhere outside of the US, and it is against 
International Law to try someone for a crime that did not exist at the 
time of capture.
The only legitimate war crime in Omar’s case is committed by the US 
soldiers: shooting an injured helpless child twice in the back after the 
fight. No US soldier has yet been charged for this war crime. The Military 
Commission was made up entirely of US military. They suppressed 
evidence, witnesses and controlled all what was said during the trial. 
Deceased Special Forces fighter was wrongly labeled a medic despite 
being present in the firefight as a soldier, armed and there to kill. The 
media and trial were not allowed to mention the name of Omar’s first 

interrogator, convicted killer Joshua Claus. The US fighter’s widow and 
friends lunched with the jury. As part of Omar’s plea deal, the US were 
allowed to destroy all the evidence in the case. Omar is never allowed to 
correct any of the lies now told about him or he will be re-incarcerated 
for perjury.
Omar falsely accused of killing US soldier
The 15-year-old Omar, did not participate the firefight. He was the first 
one rendered helpless when the US attacked the Afghan compound, 
where he had been left as translator by an acquaintance of his father. 
He was startled by something that blew up in front of him and suddenly 
he lost his ability to see. He suffered blinding shrapnel wounds and 
severe injuries to the legs. The other men in the compound had to 
carry him  to safe areas during the firefight because of Omar’s inability 
to see or walk. After the 4-hour airstrike by the US there were only 
two survivors in the compound. The US executed one survivor with 
controlled pairs. When they stood on top of Omar, he was found, buried 
under the rubble of a collapsed building. He was barely alive, crippled 
and blinded. Nevertheless the US soldiers shot him twice in the back, 
leaving immense bullet holes and his beating heart visible through his 
chest.
To conceal their fatal role in the death of their own soldier, the US 
tampered the field report to blame the only one they did not kill. Forensic 
evidence of shrapnel found on the Delta Force soldier Speer turned out 
to be from a US grenade which indicates friendly fire. The US military 
reports released in 2002 stated falsely that Omar Khadr was the only 
person alive in the compound and accused him of killing the only dead 
US soldier. Six years later, the US accidentally released the original Delta 
Force soldier OC-1 CITF witness report that revealed the two survivors 
in the compound. Omar has always declared his innocence and there is 
no evidence he threw the fatal grenade that killed Speer.
Omar Khadr’s rights as a child are denied
Omar was a child when seized. If Canadian and International Laws 
regarding children had been followed, Omar would not have ended up 
in Guantanamo, let alone been tried and convicted. For years he was 
held in solitary confinement with no access to legal aid or adults who 
represented him. Nor was he allowed to have contact with his family. 
He received no education or medical care such as glasses to prevent the 
loss of his remaining eye.
He is formally identified as a child soldier by the head of the United 
Nations child soldier program in a letter to the Military Commission in 
October 2010.
Omar was never treated as a child in the two US concentration camps. 
He was the youngest and last Westerner when repatriated back to 
Canada.
Evidence obtained by torture
Omar Khadr was tortured in order to elicit a testimony. His affidavit 
specifies that his torture interrogations began when he was badly 
wounded on his hospital stretcher at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. 
He was beaten, suspended from his wrists while his wounds were still 
fresh, put in stress positions for hours, made to clean floors on his 


